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A COMPAHATIVJS VIEW.

Mr. Horace Greeley haa been making a speech
It waa delivered ia New York city, before the
" Lincoln Campaign Club," on Monday evening
laat. We always give attention to any thing Mr
Greeley cays or writes, not because wo consider
him the most judicious among American statesmen
bat bcoause he is, without dispute and beyond
oompariaon, the foremoet man of his party in point
of influence at the present time. We have the
authority cf Mr. Thurlow Weed, than whom there
is no better authoiity, for saying tfcat the first
battle of Bull Run was fought against the delib3ratc
judgment of Gen. Scott and of the Administration to
paeify the New York Tribune, which represented
a power in the land stronger than tho Administra¬
tion itself. At a later day we saw the President
reoogniso tho representative oharacter of Mr
Greeley, when, speaking in the namo and by the

authority of^" twenty millions'," he called far
more emphatio anti-slavery policy. Responding
through our Columns to Mr. Greeley's public
arraignment of him in the Tiibunc, Mr. Lincoln
mildly referred to tho " inpatient and ^dictatorial
tone" of that arraignment, but added that he
" waived it in deference to an old friend, whose
heart he had always supposed to be right." This
was on the 22d of August, 18G2. Precisely ono

month afterwards came the preliminary emancipa
tion edict, which drew from Mr Greeley tho
memorable beatitude of "God bless Abraham
Lincoln !" This proclamation, wo may say, was

not only "demanded" but "commandtd" by Mr
Greeley. We have the authority of Mr. John W
Forney, the Republican Secretary of the Senate,
for saying so, and every body knows that lie,
pledged as he is to givo an " unquestioning sup¬
port" to the Administration, would iftt affirm any
thing of this kind unless he had personal knowledge
of its truth, and supposed that he was aoting in
oonformity with the wish of tho Administration by
making the fact publicly known. At a still later
day we have seen Mr. Greeley employed by the
President in the delioatc offi :0 of ambassador, re¬

presenting our Government near two gentlemen in
Canada who were in the confidential servioc of
"the Confederate States." In a word, Mr. Gree¬
ley is "the great ohampon" of the cause which
the present Administration is set to sustaio.
Mr. Ethan Allen, who is an Assistant Dis¬
trict Attorney in New Yoik under tho present
Administration, and thcreforo a competent as

well as a disinterested witness, so entitled him
on the occasion of Mr. Greeley's public appearance
on last Monday evening. Mr. Allen taid " that
he felt honored at appearing on the same plat¬
form with the great champion of our cause. He
himself was an example of the efficiency of Mr.
Greeley's teaching."
What then did Mr. Greeley sty cn tho occasion

designated? We quote from the report of his
speech as we find it in tho New York Tribune :

" Now, all we ask cf them ia that they thall do what
they hsve aworn to do, inatead of wLat they have for-
¦worn tbetnaclvea by attempting to do.that is, that they
¦ball sustain the law a of their country instead of attempt¬
ing to destroy the one snd overthrow the other. That is
a very simple and easy way of attaining peace. When
the aatject of capital puisbtuent was dircutsed in the
Freneb Republic, one of the writers on th»t aide, seeing
ao much said aa to the sanctity of life, said : ' Let Me a
aieura, the assassin*, aet the example!' Now, all they
have to do ia to aay the same thing. Let tjnm say, ' We
are tired of all this.' and we w:ll negotiate. But tbey say
do such thing. '1 h»t you ean see plain enough by Oil-
more, or Kirke, and Col. Jnqiess going to Richmond.
Tbey said to Jrfferaon Davis : Now, the President wants
peace, tie ia willing to make peace on terms that will be
equitable and fair to you, but the Union uiust staiul and tbe
laws be obeyed It is nut dishonorable to obey the laws,
'ihere stand their oaths. Tbo laws are as good for Ihem
aa fur us. The Conatitutiim was made by their fathers as

by ours, and in ttat Constitution aid in ttose laws are

equal rights for them and fcr ua. Thry have simply to
taik acrota the line of pickots ; one pickot oau wkispor to
the other, * We are tired of fighting, we want peace ; we
pr* poae to go back and be at peace;' and there is not <>r.e

single rebel, from Jefferson Davis down, who haa the least
apprehension of personal consequences to himself. None
of ibem fears that there would be any such sanguinary
executions aa have amended the overthrow of reolutious
in other countries. '1 hry mny every one be assured of most
ample protection, not only in life aud person, bat in estate
alao, if they will come forward and lay down their arms,
and nobody asks that they (ball have any lea* power in
the Union than our States. That would bo a simple*, easy,
rapid, and oertain termination of the war, aud 1 believe
that te. mination cannot be postponed one month beyond
the re-election of ths Preaidt-nt."

Now, all this fair spccch has a very con.

scrvative sound. If it had been uttered by an op¬
ponent of tho present Administration.ono who,
in the classic phraseology of the times, is called by
Mr. Greeley a " copperhead".it would have been
open to the suspicion of treason. What! Tho Pre¬
sident willing to mako peace on terms that shall
be equitable and fair, provided the TJnion sti nd
and the laws be obeyed? Tho Chicago Conven¬
tion has said no more in tho platform whioh ap¬
pears to tho philosophic mind of Dr. Licber to be
"a wall-framed creed of Northern servility to the
criminal arroganco of the South.a sanction of
highest lawlessness." What! Can it b« true that
" there is not ono singlo rebel, from Jefferson
Davis down, who has the least apprehension of
personal consequences to himself?'' Did tho mem¬
bers of the Baltimore Convention, whioh rc nomi¬
nated Mr. Linooln, intend nothing but a delusion
and a iham when in their first resolution they de¬
clared that " it is the highest duty of American
citizens to do every thing in their power to aid the
Government in quelling by foroe of arms tho rebel¬
lion now raging against its authority, and in bring-
ing to the. punithment due to thrir crime* the relet*
and traitor* arrayed eyaintt it V* What! " 1 he
termination of the war not to be postponed ono
month beyond the re-election of tho Prosident,"
a man whoso Administration.we have Mr. Gree¬
ley's word for it.may be presumed to lack
"vigor," "earnestness," aud "understanding?"
If there be any ground for such a prodiotion, how
much more certain would bo the advent of peace
as the immediate onscquenoe of Gon. MoCldlan's
election I

It is instructive to see suoh distinguished Re¬
publicans as Mr. Greeley lending their hands to
the things which make for peace, while, as against
the " Peace Demooracy," their"" voice is still for
war." Wc are thus left to understand that in
their hearts they are quite as siok of war as Mr.
Fernando Wood or Mr. Vallandigham. Nor docs
this suspicion rest on inferenoe, We have the au-

thority of Mr. Dawson, a prominent offioe-holder of
the present Administration, who is at the same

timo one of the editors of the Albany Evening
Journal, for stying that " there is such a yearning
for peaoe, such a weariness of strife and blood¬
shed, and auoh a dread of oost and taxation, that
it will require immense labor and oonstant appeals
to the national pride and latent patriotism to hold
the people up to the sublime work in whioh the
oountry is now engaged." It might bo supposed
that he alludes primarily to the opponents of the
Administration. But not so. Writing from this
oity to his journal, under date of last August 5th,
he says:

44 The question of peaoe it still one of tbe hading
theme* discussed in *11 circles, and fiuds among the toemk-
kneed and despondent Union men, (so called,) as well at

among (hot* whose love Jor Ihe Union it overridden by
their sympathy for the rebellion, a preference for a divided
Union rather than a further prosicution of the war.' Tbe
latter are for a peace upon such a basis bccauae it ia what
the rebela deaire; aod the former hint it on the ground
that it would be better to have a Northern Kepublio with¬
out slavery than a reconstructed Union with it. There
are, I fear, more who thiBk tbia thought than utter it, bo-
oauae there are probably more meu than we think who
have oo heart-love of country, aod who would be content
with any national boundaries which would aecure them in¬
dividual peaee and plenty."
The men who are for peaco upon tho basis of a

divided I nion " because this is what the rebels
desire," and the men who tre for peaco upon the
basis of a divided Union beoause " it would be
better to have a Northern Republic without slavery
than a reconstructed Union with it," are men who
represent the extremes of public opinion whioh
alike meet in their opposition to Qen. MoClellan.
The Tribune and the Daily News of New York,
the organ of tho Republican party and tho organ
of " pcaoo Democracy," can agree in their oppo¬
sition to the patriotic soldier who declares that
u tho Union must be preserved at all hazards,"
but the Union only as based on the Constitution,
whioh is its bond and symbol.

It would be erronoous to suppose that Mr. Greeley
favors any such reconstruction of the Union. lie
looks to the late manifesto of Prosidcnt Linooln
and to tho resolutions of the Baltimore Convention
for his basis of the Union and his conditions of
pcacc, though he is forbearing enough to say that
he will not " prescribe terms to the Government.'
On this topic bo says :

41 As to the terms of p?acp, I do not prescribe terms to
the Government. I only know that tbe desire and pur¬
pose of the Government is that tbe Union shall be restored
as apeedily as it may be, so that it imy be thoroughly
done ; and Ibeli ve at Ike President does, that Union based
on unive sal liberty is the only certain, the. only true. Union.
| Cheers.] We have made compromise alter compromise,
and daubed with nntempered mortar, and patched up con-
trivaneea for reconciling slavery with liberty ; but when
this country shall be a free country, ai d when no man
shall call another man bia slave, then thn Union will be
recognised as a geographical and [oli ical necessity.a
blessing, and nut a burden to tbe nation; and you could
no more get up a party to disso ve tbe Union than to dis
eolvo aud scatter the solar system. To day such are the
grounds on which I deaire peace / prtscribe no terms,
but I say that of all the ways to pence the tray proposed l>y
the Baltimore platform and sanstiuncd hy the President it
the true icay to peace "

It is bat a few days ago that we were informed
by Mr. Raymond, of tho New York Times, who
assumes to bo an official expositor of tho Presi¬
dent's views, that Mr. Lincoln was not at all
pledged by any thing contained in the "Niagara
Manifesto," or by any thing ho had ever ordered
or declared in his proclamations of freedom, to
insist on universal liberty as a condition of peace.
And it had been suppled that Mr. Greeley, for
the sake of peaee, would mako concessions to

slavery. To this effect Mr. Forney wrote as fol¬
lows on the 25th of August to the Philadelphia
Press:

44 lion. Henry J. Raymond, the chairman of tbe National
Union Committee, leaded Washington this morning, and
has been in consultation all day with the President, tbe dif
ferent members of his Cabinet, and the other friends of
the Administration of the Federal Government. Governor
Raymond is a statesman of enlarged comprehension and
thorough experience, lie has not only been educated in
tbe legislative school, but is a graduate of that most trying
of all trials, tbe editorial chair, and therefore br ngs to
the task of conducting a Presidentisl campaign iii tbe vor¬
tex of an unparalleled civil war the best and most useful
qualities. In these daya, when independent journalists
must take vast responsibilities; when th»*y must be cow¬
ards in their i wn esteem il they fear to speak on great is
sues, snd, d-ii.g an, muat bo assailed by suspicion* and ig
norant partisans.such a man *s lieury J. Raymond is a
treasure which tbe friends of Union and honorable peace
cannot too h ghly price. And in this allusion I refer to the
narrow misconstructions placed in some ea>es upon the
article under tbe title of . The Road to L**tiog Peace,'
which appeared in tbe Washington Morning Chronicle of
the ICth of August aud the Philadelphia Preas of the 17th
of the same month. Wbat every body thinks about, it
would be folly to refase to speak about. North and South
tbe humbleat and the highest are diaeussing the problem of
the easiest road to peaoe. All deaire it, and when I wrote
tbe article which appeared in the Chronicle and tbe Pre**,
above referred to, I did no more than to print aomething
of wbat tbe loyal mind was thinking at that very moment.
It is so easy to misunderstand a public man who deairea to
*a\e his country that I was not aurprised to aee that arti
e'e miaunderatood on the one hand and misinterpreted on
the otber. Gov. Raymond will be found, 1 think, on a

higher plane and a bolder platform than that which 1 as-
turned Indeed, his article* in the New York Timea hare
been more thoroughly in favor of peaoe, on the ground of
national unity, thau any thing I have written. Aud why 1
Because be has looked over tbe whole field, and h^a per¬
ceived that we, the atronger party, aud tbe conquering
party, and tbe party that is sure to win in tbn eud, ran
sfT.rd to offVr gi-nerous and magnanimous t-rms to tbe
people of tbe South, who, however einng, are still our
brethren.bone of our bone and flesh of our fle-h. Mr.
Qrc-elsy himself, the great anti-slarcry leader, who com
manried and demanded tht emancipation proclamation, is
now, I believe, willing to take any ground ennsittmt with
the national dignity to stcure a r* onciliatuin between the
two contending sections. Say. it is not a violent presump¬
tion that Mr. Greeley would not willing to ignore that
proclamation in order to secure SW+t a retonciliatum We
are not fighting a foreign foe. The blood poured out in
this war fur liberty mingles with the blood that is poured
out, not for slavery, but for an ideal Southern independ¬
ence, acd if we can change tbia latter sentiment into the
belief that Southern independence can be better main¬
tained in tbe old Union, trAy should not alt the issues, ex¬
cept that only of national unity, be mtrutted to a National
Convention * Southern iodepen fence haa already bravely
asserted itself in the field of battle. So, indeed, has North-
ern independence. A'arfc has shown its abili'y to defend
itself, an t yet the South haa been unable to tear itaetf away
from tbe old Union. We maybe independent of every
thing except God and our country.independent In our
count iea and in our 8tates, hut not independent of the Con¬
stitution nor of that great mdiaaoluble bond that holds ua
forever together. Oocaxiiiwal."

All this was written before tho ChioagD Conven¬
tion assembled. Every body, wo are told, was

thon "discussing the problem of the ratirU road to

peace." Tho " loyal mind" was full of it. " Gov.
Raymond" was on a "high piano".u thoroughly
in favor of pcacoon the ground of national unity."
It wns not thought to be a violent presumption, such
was his weariness of war, that Mr. Greeley, "the
great anti-slavery leader who commanded and de¬
manded tho emancipation proclamation," would be
willing to ignore that proclamation in order to secure
such arooonoiliation j" that is, a Union with "tho
curae of slavery preserved " It was moreover sug¬
gested that all "issues" except thatoBly of nation¬
al unity should b« " rntrusted to a National Con¬
vention." Such was the state of tho "loyal mind"
on tho 25th of August, 1884.

Four days afterwards the Democratic Conven¬
tion met at Chicago. Five days afferwards it
phased the following resolutions:

Resolved, That in the fa tare, aa in the paat, u* will ad.

here leith unswerving fidelity to the Union, under the Con¬
stitution, u the only solid foundation of our strength, u-cunty, aud happiness M . people, Mid a* a lrume-woik of
government equally oooduci ve to the welfare and prosperityof all the Btates, both Northern &ud Southern.

lit solved, Ibat Itiia Convention doe* explicitly declare,
aa the hum of the American people, that after four yearsof failure to restore the Union t>y the experiment of war.
during whioh, under the pretence ot i military necessity or
war power higher than the Constitution, the Constitutionitself has been disregarded in every part, aud public libertyand private right alike trodden down, sod the material pros¬perity of the oouutry essentially impaired.justioe, human
Hy, liberty aud the public welfare demand that immediate
tforts be mads for a cessation oj hoitUiiits, with a view to
an ultimate Convention of all the Slates, or o her peaceablemecns.to the end that, at the earliest practicable moment,
peace may be restored on the basis vf the federal Union ofthe Stales.

It will be seen that the first of these resolutions
is as express and decided as it is possible for words
to make it in pledge of " unswerving fidelity to
the Union under the Constitution." This point
being settled, the Convention proceeded to affirm
that, after four years of failure to restore the
Union by the experiment of war, "justioe, hu¬
manity, liberty, and the public welfare demand ".
what? An armistice?.a "reconstruction" with
slavery spared? No such things. But that "im¬
mediate efforts be made for a cessation of hostili¬
ties with a vUw to an ultimate Convention of the
States, or other peaoeable means, to the end that".
what ? The Union bo surrendered ? Not so, but to
the end that, "at tho earliest practicable moment,
pcaoc may bo rootored on the basis of the Federal
Union of the States."
On the 25th of August the Republican Secre¬

tary of tho Senate, writing from this ci'y to his
journal in Philadelphia, declared (hat every body
".North and South, the humblest and tho highest,
was discussing tho problem of tho casiist road to
pcacc." We were informed that the people of the
North, "as tho stronger party, could afford to offer
generous and magnanimous terms to tbe people of
the South, who, however erring, are still our

brethren." The national unity being premised,
all other issues might bo " entrusted to a Naiional
Convention." Theso, bo it remembered, were the
topics of which "tho loyal mind was thinking"
on tho 25th of August, 180i-.the very day on

which Mr. Raymond had been in consultation "all
day " with tho President, tho different members of
the Cabinet, and the other friends of tho Adminis¬
tration of tho Federal Government," (in which
latter category it is fair to prceumo Mr. Forney
was numbered.) Now let the reader compare
these thoughts of the "lcyal mind" in Washington
on tho 25th of August, 1804, with the views of
the " disunion ists and traitow" assembled at Chi¬
cago four days afterwards, and mark the corre¬

spondence between them. Did tho " loyal mind"
in Washington profess fidelity to the Union ? So
did the Chicago Convention. Did the "loyal
mind" in Washington declare that "Southern in¬
dependence" had already bravely asserted iis?lf'cn
the field ot battle, and that the South and the
Norih had "each shown its abili y to defend
itsolf ?" The Chicago Convention was much
less reserved iu its speech.merely paying, what
every body knows to bo true, that the experi¬
ment of war has thus far failed to restore the
Union. It did not say that the South cc{ually
with the North Lad bhown its "ability to defcod
itself." This is the opinion of the "loyal mind"
for which Mr. Forney is authorized to speak. Was
Mr. Greel y supposed on the 25th of August to be
" willing to take any ground oocsistent with the
national dignity to secure a reconciliation between
the contending sections, and to sec tho slaves
embraced in the emancipation edict left in bondage ?
Was the "loyal mind" in Washington ready to
remit all issues except that of national unity to the
decision of a National Convention ? Tbe " loyal
mind " represented at Chicago merely asked that
" efforts bo made with a view to an ultimate Con¬
vention of all the States, or other peaoeble means,"
to the end of restoring peace "on tho ba?is of the
Federal Union of the States."
Now, from this comparative view of opinions in

Washington, and of opinions in Chicago, who does
not perceive that there was a substantial identity
between them ? The only difference between them
is to tho disadvantage of the "loyal mind" of
Washington, if a rquinting towards peace on the
"easiest" terms be held to prove the prcscnoo of
treason. And cow that Gen. MoClcllan has visi¬
bly placcd himself on a platform whioh, in being
true to his own character, rises to a " higher plane"
than that of partisans belonging either to tho Re¬
publican organization or to the " Peaco Democra¬
cy," who wonders that the adheront* of both should
agree in oppe>*ing his election ? Rut who does not
sec, at the same time, in the double-headed oppo¬
sition he is thus callod to cnoountcr, the evidence
of a loyal patiiotism whioh, bccausc it rises above
the level of any mere parly, is worthy of the con¬

fidence and support of all who are devoted with a

single eye to tho restoration and maintenance of
tho Union under the Constitution?
Those who oontrast the avowed state of tho Ropub-

liean mind on the 25th of August last, as rcflooted
by its representatives and leaders, with tho pro¬
fessed mood of the same mind at the present d»y,
will be able to draw for themselves tho useful in-
ferenco that tho Republican party has two very
diuinct sots of ideas, acoording to tho aspccts of
tho military situation. In a period of military de¬
pression its thoughts arc turned on pcaco. In a

period of military succoss its voice is still for war.
Its courage rises or falls inversely as there is occa¬
sion for it. In a time of depression it is full of sub¬
mission. In a timeof rejoicing it is full of defianco.
A few weeks ago it was willing to talk of peace
with " bated breath," and, in the persons of those
who most assumed to speak for tho Presidont., it
was even willing to explain away the Niagara
Manifesto. To-day, unduly elated by the vieiories
of Farragat and Sherman, it indnlgoa in visions
of a speedy overthrow of the rebellion as unfounded
as its former d»jeotion. Intelligent observers on
the other side of our military lines take note of this
inconstanoy, springing from a want of stoadfast
adhesion to any well-defined and clearly perceived
system of constitutional ideas. " I claim not to
have controlled events, but confcss plainly that
evonts havo oontrollod me," wrote the President to
Col. Hodges, of Kentuoky, in the month of April
last. And, as in the past, so in tho future, we

may expoot to soe the President oontrollod by
events rather than controlling them. It is in
such changeful moods, inspired by tho good or

ill fortune of war, that the enemy sees grounds
of hope for tho oventual recognition of South -

.rn independence. And hence wo oan readily per-

oeive why, for this and for many other rea¬

sons, the Richmond Enquirer, the organ of Qen.
Jefferson Davis, should express a wisb, as it doas,
for the success of Mr. Lincoln in the impending
election rather than of Gen. MoClellan. It may well
fear that the steadfast mind of tho latter will know
no change in its fixed loyalty to the Union and the
Constitution. But the fluctuations of Republican
thought justify the expectation and the hope in
Richmond that the day will oomo when, on some
sudden and unexpected ebb of our military for¬
tunes, the present Administration, allowing it¬
self to be controlled by oveots, will agree to pcace
on terms of disunion. That we do not speak
according to mere human probabilities, but that
such is the animating prospect held out to the
enemy by the infirmity of purpose which he be¬
lieves to exist in the present Administration, m y
be clearly read in the following suggestive obser¬
vations of the Richmond Enquirer in its number
of the 8th iustnnt:
" The ' national unity ' of an empire or kingdom may be

preserved by conquest, but force belongs not >o count tu
tional government)!. Compromise is the only principle bywhich popular government* can perpetuate their existence.
When the appeal to arum wan imde the peaceable remedyof compromise wm impossible; and now four yursof war
has so widened and deepened the gulf that separates the
two sections that they can never be again united in peace.Intoxicated by sadden and partial success, Mr Lincoln
may imagine that» ur conquest is within his power and
means. No word of ours can be more convincing than
four years of war, but in the interest of humanity will ihe
¦ober thought ever d'spel the delusion that by conquest,by arms, by- war, a 4 lasting peace' cin be made be ween
ibe parties ,in this disgraceful conflict? ffie regard this
1 explanation'by the editor of the Washington organ, re¬

ferring as i< dins to the. example ofMr Raymond for itsjus¬tification before the party, as n step toward a ' lasting pcace.'It abandons the negro eutirely, and poi its to Mr Qieeley
as ready to forego philanthropy and ' freedom ' for ' national
unity ' Wh»*n partisan phrenzy and fanaticism thus reduce
their extraordinary demands, the more reasonable and
seusibla mass of the people, who are bearing all the bur¬
dens, enduring all the Bufferings, and making all the sacrt
fices, will not long continue the war for the shadow of
' national unity.' That people, as well as our own, will
soon see the folly of attempting to live together after such
a war. They will soon learn thatiu an offensive and defen¬
sive alliance of the two nationalit es against the world, with
separate governments for domestic affairs, lies their true
and real interests, as well as tlie 'road to lasting peace.'"

And, as if their own sagacity might not be enough
to induce the insurgents to place rcliancc on the
fickleness of Northern opinion under tho alterca¬
tions of military fortune, tho New York Times,
ono of tho leading organ? of the Administration,
fully endorses this view of the Riohmond ehcet.
Only a day or two ago it said:

" There is not one thing under the sun that this North¬
ern people needs so much as courage. We do uot refer to
our armies; they have plenty of it. Wo mean the mil
lions who are here at home, looking out upt»n the war, and
nover for an instant comiug within oaimon range ol it. We
8*y, precisely, they lack courage Why? because they
don't go to the IroutT Not at all They are not all wanted
there. Their true place, speaking in general, is at home,
juBt where they are They lack courage, because they
Uck that which is its first element, firmne s of spirit.
Who dares deny this? Is not every mau a witn-ss that
one in 'nth ago the majority of our people were chilled, be¬
numbed, almost paralyzed with a tear that the war uever
would end ? D »es not every mun see that the majority are
now half intoxicated with tbe fancy that it will rudw thin
three months probably, and six mouths sure? That is not
firmnes" of spirit. It is just the opposite We have no
disposition to undervalue our recent succesaos. Tliey are

truly valuable; but not a whit more *o than others which
have occurred, and which yet did not eud the war."

In thus speaking of the " Northern people " tho
Times should be understood, of oourse, to speak
only of that portion of the Northern people for
whom it is entitled to speak.tba portion with
whuin it is most familiar, as being embraced in the
ranks of its own pirty. It might not be safe for
the Kiohmond Inquirer to count too confidently
on the ascendancy of a party which has so dis¬
heartened the people that, in the judgment of the
Times, they now lack the first element of courage

firmness of spirit.
POLiriCAL MOSAICS.

The following ia one of the planks of the Baltimore
Convention wh cb nominated Mr. Lincoln:

" Res<dred, Tuat we d-»em it essential to the general
welfare ih->t harmony shall prevail in the national C0U"Cils,
and we regard as worthy o public cnufi lenc* and ..Jfieiml
trust th isc only w'o cordially endorse the. pri triples pro¬
claimed in these resolutions, and which should characterize
the administration of the Government "

In his letter accepting the nomination Mr. Linooln
wrote:

Executive Mawmow.
Washington, Jun 27, lft(>4.

Hon. WILLIAM DeBKISOM, and outers, a Committee of
tho iatc Union Convention.
Qi;K1LKMEN: Your lettor of the fourteen! h instant,

formally unifying me that 1 have been nominated by the
Convention you lepresent for the Presidency ot the Uuited
States, lor tour years from tbe fourth of March neit, has
been received. The nomination is gratefully accepted, as
the retolutions of the Convention, called the platform, are

heartily approved.
On the first day of July, only three days after the Presi¬

dent wrote a» above, the Washington Chronicle reminded
him that the aforesaid Republican platform which he had
M heartily approved" contained a protest against the re¬

tention of certain members of the present Cabinet. It
¦aid :

" That there should be a reorganization of the Cabinet
the Hulional Convention has virtually declared, and the
almost unanimous sentiment of the. country avouches;
and if mch reorganization takes place the radical anti-
slarety sentiment of the country is entitled to emphatic
recognition '

The Cabinet not having yet been reorganized according
to the "\irtual declaration" of the Baltimore Republican
Convention, any more than in aeenrd*nce wih "the al
most unanimous sentiment of the country" calling for " a

more emphatic recognition" of "the rad;calanti-*lavery
sentiment," the Chrooiele <f yesterdsy gives prominence
to a let'er of "Oeeasional" in which, with a protuse ex¬

penditure of capital letters, he makes the following satiri¬
cal allusion to this violated pledge of the President:

.' When the resolutions of the Baltimore Convention were
presented to Abraham Linroln, he said, in a single sen¬
tence: 'The numinatiok i* quatkfullv accepted,
nn THIS RKHoI.UTlONR OK TIIK CONVKKTIoN, CALI,KI>
the PLATFORM, ARE HEARTII.V APPROVED * No quali¬
fication here; no false and dishonest lront, but an earnest
snd emphatic endorsement cf ihe work of the men who
had put him before the people for re-election.**

HEALTH OF GOV. ANDREW.
We iegret to learn from an intimation contained in his

speech delivered at Kaoeuil Hall, in Boston, on Tuesday
evening last, that Gov. Andrew is in delicate health.suf¬
fering from what be calls "cannon (ever in the heart"
This distressing malady has been very fatal as our readers
know, in Virginia, especially in the neighborhood of Peters¬
burg, but we have not heard of any deaths from it in

Massachusetts.

MAINE ELECTION.

As was expected, tbe Republicans carried the election in

the State of Mnine on Monday last. Their msjoiity at the
last President!*! election over all other candidates was

24 .r>00, and their msjority at the Gubernatorial election of
last year was 17,300. It is too early to have complete re¬

turns of the votes taken last Monday. 8ome reports
state that tbe Republican msjority is increased, and others

that it will be about the same aa last year. The New York
Tribute saya:

" The remit is better than we had einected. The Union
party carriea the State, of eoirae, and by j iat about tbe
molarity of last year re electing Gov Cony by some 17 000
majority, and putting John Lynch (Union in tbe dUc« ol
Lorento D M. SWrat ( Dem.) R« Pr« ;
sentatives by about 1 000 majority. Mr Sweat earned
the District in 1ST,2 by 127 majority but that was a blunder
not to be repeated. 1 be whole delegation in tbe neit
Congreas will be Unioniat, including a Senator in place ol
Mr. Kessenden. The Representatives will stand as fol¬
lows : John Lynch, Sidney Perham, James G Blame, John
H. Rioe, Frederick A Pike. Tbe Leflalature w of course
Unionist' all hollow.'"

GEN. MeCLELLAN'8 LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE.
We have the satisfaction of placing before our

readers to-day tbo admirable and patriotio letter in
which Gen. MoClellan has signified bin acceptance
of the nomination conferred npon him by the Demo-
cratic Convention which recently usaemblcd at "hi-
oago. It there bo any ono who can read this let¬
ter without admiration for tho puro and elevated
patriotism which it breathes, or without respect for
the writer, it must be ono in whom tho spirit of
party has quenched all generous sensibility to pri¬
vate worth or publio virtue outside of his own po¬
litical oirole. Certain it is that no lover of the
Union and no friend of the Constitution can find
anght against which to object in tbis clear, calm,
and frank exposition, and it is only m the minds of
men may be warped by their addiction to some

policy or purpose lying outside of tho Union and
Constitution that they can find ground for even

tho pretext of exception to this oompend of politi¬
cal doctrino In our view it covers the wholo duty
of true patriots at this crisis, and, coming as it does
from a man who, both in public and in private life,
as well by the dignity of tho one as by tho'purity
of the other, has given full guarantee for tho hon-
osty and steadfastness with whioh ho holds his
opinions, this manly oonfession of political faith
will go to the hearts of the people as it obviously
comes from tho heart of the writer.
Wc are not of those who, in this hour of the nation's

need, would seek to repose an undue reliance in the
hand of man. But ma men placed in high command
over tho interests and welfare 01 the pcoplo are the
instruments, under Providence, of those counsels,
purposes, and policies on which tho weal or woo ol
the nation mainly depends, we do fool that, in this
junoture, the American people, more than at any
fjrmer period of. their history, are callcd to weigh
oandidly and deliberately the character of the man

in whose hands they shall confide tht- tremendous
issues of the next four years, so far as those issues
can be determined by the action of the Chief Ma¬
gistrate of tho country.
Tne critioal times in which we live call for a

man in the Presidential chair who shall look with
a single eye to the restoration and preservation of
the Union under tho Constitution, without having
his attention diverted by extraneous objects which
command a paramount adhesion to tho detriment
of the Union and the violation of the Constitution.
Tho revolutionary times in which we live call for
a man who has faith in tho fundamental princi-
phs of the Government, and who, when the foun¬
dations of the Republic are rocking to their very
base, will not suffer himself to be misled by the
false lights of a radical fanatioism. The change¬
ful times in whioh wo live call for a man who is

just and tenacious of his purposes, ono not to be
moved from bis dtliberatc resolve or from his con¬

scientious convictions by any outsido pressure
of faction. The solemn times in whioh wo live
call for a man who, understanding his epoch, 6hall
address himself to tho momentous tasks he is called
to perform with a gravity and sobriety which shall
be at tho farthest remove from trifling and levity.
The difficult times in whioh wc live call for a man

of vigorous intelleot, expanded by ripe culture, and
at tho same time sharpened by contact with men,
and raised to the height of great emergencies by
the discipline of active life. Such, all will agree,
are tho demands of our age and land. riwo
men arc set before the people as the candidates
named by their respective adherents to meet these
requirements. On the one hand is Abraham Lin¬
coln ; on the other is George B. McClellan. Each
has made up for himself tho issues and the record
on Wiiich ho challenges tho popular ordeal. It is
for the pooplc to choose between them, and in

choosing to dcoide whether the Union is the para¬
mount objjet of tho nation's aspiration in the pre¬
sent struggle, or whether the destinies of the
Union arc to be complicated with pledges and
commitments whioh wc verily believo mus; be as

fatal to its practioal restoration as in theory they
arc alien to the spirit and letter of the Constitution.

FROM THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY.

The correspondent of the Baltimore American with Q*a.
Sheridan's army saya that although the military situation
in that quarter U unchanged, he is of the opinion that
there will shrrtly be a resumption of active operations
Oeo. Av.-rill now ha« possession of Martmsburg.
The following official despatch from Oen. Sheridan, re¬

ceived at the War Department yeaterday morning, inform*
tin of a successful encounter on Tuesday between a por-
tion of his command and Kershawa division of the enemy :

Nkar Bkrrwii.le, September 13.7 P. M.
This moruinc. I leut Oen. Getty's division, of the Sixth

Corps, with two brig-ides of cavalry, to the cross ng of the
Huutuut Point and Winchester road, over the Opequan
creek.

Rhodes'*, Ramseur's, Gordon's, snd Wharton's diviaions
were found on the west hank. At the same time Gent.
Wilson and Mackintosh's brigade of c»valry dashed up the
Winchester pike, drove tbe rebel cavalry st a run, came in

contact with Kershaw's divisiou. charg-d it, and captured
the Eigh'h Souih Carolina regiment, silteen offioers and
one hundred and forty five men, snd its battle flag, and
Col. Henmgan, commanding brigade, with a loss of only
two men killed and two wounded. Great credit is due V>

Gena Wilson and Mackintosh, Third New Jersey and
Second Ohio. The charge wa* a gallant one.

A portion of the Second Massachusetts Reserve brigade
mad-' a charge on the right of line, and c»ptured an officer
and eleven men of Gordon's division ol in'antry.
Our loss in the reconnaissance is very light.

P. H. 811KKIDAN, Maj. Gen.

THE CALIFORNIA WINE CROP OF 1864.

Although this is a year of unexampled drought in Cali¬
fornia, that is at least without a parallel during the last

twenty years, although the wheat crop has failed com¬

pletely in three-fourths of the State, and although the cat¬
tle have died by the tens of thousands.with all this tbe
wine crop is not only as good as the average, but promises
to be coosiderably better. From all the grape growing
enmities Uvorable reports are received.
Tbe v nryardi ar* Itw% dependent upon the rain than the

wheat fields. Most of our vines are n«>w six or eight yeara
old, and their roots go down three or four leet.lar enough
to tind a considerable stock of m- isture. At Los Angeles
and Anaheim there are large ditches which bring water
from tbe Los Angles and Santa Ana rivers; in Santa Cla¬
ra county the artesian wells furnish a supply, and ia So¬
noma the rain has be» n sufficient for the grapes. In other
counties the vineyards are not so numerous, and most of
thein are within reach of irrigation. If there is moisture
enough during a wet year to enable vines to flourish dur¬
ing the first and second years, they will be pretty sure to
live afterwards through the driest season.
Wh le the vineyards promise tbe largest erop ever yet

gathered in the State.that is, tho largest absolutely as

well as very large comparatively.the prospect lor the
winegrower on the acore of pilces is also very encourag¬
ing. It is almost certain that the Californian wine
this year will be more than a million (ailsns, ami pro > 1 1 y
a in llion and a halt. The numerous vineyards which are now

approaching the time for bearing a full erop
rapid increase .n yield of wine. anrf. we make 1 ,W)0 000
gallons in lrtfil, we may make 8,600,000 gaijoDS in l jO.
or even more if the market offers suffic.ent encoura«e-
bmqI,.Alf C^yfornU of Aug. 9,

THE ADMINISTRATION QIVISO EVIDENCE itf
FAVOR OP GEN. McCLKLLAN.

In view of the attempts of the Republican party to o:r-
culate slander* against Geo. McClkllan, we give the
following testimony respecting hi* Abilities and *ervices
from various member* ot the Administration.. If orld.

Washington, July 2, 1862.Major General George JB. MoClrllan :
1 am *aii>fied that yourself, officer*, and men have dona

the beat you could Ail account* say better tightiug WaI
never done. Tell thou»aud thank* (or it.

A. Lincoln.
Two day* afterward*, when Mr Lincoln bad fuller

'(.formation, Geu. McClellau reoeived the following :

Washington. July 5, 1862.
Major General Gkohgk B McCi.i-i.lan,

Commanding Army of the P"tomao:
A thousand thank* for ibe relief your two despatches of

12 a»d 1 P. M yesterday gave me. Be assured th« hero¬
ism of yourself, officer*, aud men ia and forever will be
appreciated. A. LINCOLN.

In August, 1862, Mr. Lincoln mitde a speech at the
White Houae, in which he aaid:
" There ha* been a very wide-apread attempt to have a

quarrel between Gen McCleUan and tin becretary of
VVtr. . . . Gen McC'lellan'* attitude is auch tbat in the
very selfishne** *>f hia nature ho cannot but wah to be
siiccossml, aud 1 hope bo will. ... 1 know Gen Mc,lel-
laD wiabea to be successful. . . Ot.n McCUHan it not
to blame Jor atking uhat he wanted and needed. .1
bi-lieve be ia a brave and able uian and 1 aland here, aa
justice requires me to do, to take up<jn myself what haa
been charged on the Secretary of War aa withholding from
him."
Here ia Geo. Halleck's testimony :

Washington, August 31, 1862.
Major General George B. McUlklun :

1 beg you to assist me ia thu crisis with your abilityand experience. I am entirely tired out.
n. W. HalliccK, General in Chief.

Washington, September 30, 1862.
Major General McUlellan, Commanding <fcc.
UENkral: Your report of yesterday, giving the re¬

sult* of the battles of r-outh Mountain aud Antietam, hia
been received and submitted to the President. Tbey
were not only hird-fought battles, but well-earned and de¬
cided victoriea
The valor and endurance of your army in the several

conflict* which terminated in the expulsi. n of ihe enemy
from the loyal Sta'eof Maryland are creditable alilte to the
iroopa and to tbeofficera who commanded them.
A grateful country, while mourning the lamented dead,

will uot be uiiuiindlul of the honor* due to the living.
H. W. HallecK, General iu Chief.

Saya Mr. Lincoln, referring to Antietam :

War Department,
Washington, Stptem t.r 15, 1862.

Your despatch of to-d*y receiv-d. God bless you and all
with vou Deairoy the rebel army if poaaible1

A. Lincoln.
To Major General George B. MoClellan.
But the Republican Congress also gives its testimony.

On the 16th d^y of July Mr. Edwards (Bep ) of New
Hampshire <11' re l the following resolution in the House of
Representatives, and it was unanimously adopted :

Resfilrr.d, That the thauka of this House be presented
to M< jor General George B McCleUan, and the officers
and soldiers of hi* couimand, for the aeriea of brilliant aud
decisive victories which by their skill and bravery tbey
hive achieved over rebel* and traitora in arma on the bat¬
tle-field* of Western Virginia.
On the 9th of May, 1862, after the victoriea of York-

town, Williamsburg, and Weet Point, Owen Luvejoy,
the most ultra radical in the House of Representatives,
oft red the following resolutions, which were unanimously
adopted :

Hrto Ired, Tbat it is with feelings of devout gratitude to
Almighty G< d that the Home of Representatives l oin
tin* io tun*, hear* of the triumph* of the Union army in
the *r»-at struggle for the supremacy of the Conaiitution
and the integrity of the Union.

Hesolved, 1'hat we receive with profound satisfaction in¬

telligence of the recent victories achieved by the armies of
i.he Potomac, assoeated from their localities w»th those ol
the Revolution j and tbattbe si.cere thanks of this'House
are hereby tendered to M jor General George B McUel-
lan for the display of those high military qualoie* which
secure important results with but little .acnfice of hu¬
man life.

FROM THE ARMY OP THE POTOMAC.

jnfrfmation received in Washington, from before Pe- 1
tersbutg, under d»te if the 8th instant, ata'.ea tbat be¬
yond frequent skirmishing and occasional cannonading no
movements of obangea of poaition have taken place. Much
impatience and aome aniiety were manifested for the .*.

pected attack of the enemy, but they had made no dem< n-

etraiion, and the reason for their delay could not be divin-
ed. Our troop* still continued to entre ich their position,
which, it is aai , will become one of great atrength. Geu.
Grant i* receiving large numbera of recruita to replenish
hi* depleted regiment*. It ia to be hoped he will « b»a m

enough to iffsrt Gen. Lee'* re nforcemcnta from the Val¬
ley Gen. Longxtreet is defending the Danville railroad.
On the . veiling of tho 7th a guard of pickets in front of
the Fifth Corp* wis attacked by a superior force. The
officer of the pickets was killed and fifteen or twenty men

captured. Tbero was also a little fight on Thursday morning
at the Davis House. A small party of rebels attacked our
force at the house, which numbered some twenty or thirty
men. Three or four rebels were killed; but th^y captur¬
ed all of our men save eight Afterwards our forces st¬
acked the rebels and retook the house, which we now

hold.
Mr. F. Creightoo, (he army correspondent of the New

York World, attaches some importance to the " little affair"
of Friday night opposite a position of our left centre. He
says:

'* Our tin* at this point wa* rather more irregular than
it wa* deemed necessary that it should be, and it was deter¬mined to straighten it up. To aooompliah this a portion of
the enemy's picket posta must be secured and occupied." When 1 state that the coveted position lay directly at
the loot of a low hill, on the crest of which is a »trong fort,
the great hazard of attacking it will be readily appreciated.
Beaides, it was really a poiut of value t > the euemy; inas¬
much as from it be could c tuimai d a very fair survey of a
g.Midly stretch of uur work* toward either flmk
"Our woiksopposite this position were held by General

Mott'a division ol the Second Corps; therefore the re¬
sponsibility of planning the attack fell on Gen. Hancock.
Tnkiug into consideration the almoat imposaibility ol gain¬
ing hi* object in daylight, at leaat without bringing on a
sanguinary engagement. Gen. Lianciick determine! on
venturing a night attack, hoping to surpriae the pickrts
and secure their shelter witbou- serious disaster. Tnree
regiments, the Minety niuta Pennsylvania, under Colonel
Uiles, tbe Twentieth Indiana, Col. Meikels, and the Oecood
U. S. bbarpshooters, all under Gen. De Tr>briand, were
detailed lor the purpo»e, aud ordered \o hold themselves in
readiness.

" Tbo plan of attack was as follows: The Twentieth
Indiana, moving by tbe rinht flank, was to attack a point
indicated U, ibe left of the hill, filmg by the right when
they had arrived at the rear of the euemy's pit. They
were to move toward aud meet the Nioety-nintn Pennsyl¬
vania, who, by tactics diieetiy tbe invrr*e of those follow¬
ed by their participants, were to attack from the right.
On joining, thry were simply to face to th< front, which
would bring them into line, with tbe enemy between them
and our position. Having the enemy thus surrounded, U
wa« not deemed probable that much resistance would be

m^Atone o'clock In the night of the 9lh, socording to
orders, the troops started noisrlesaly Irom their respective
positions, aud, with bayonets fixed, moved quickly
tbe rebel position. As they got nearer to it thry moved
more quickly, and if possible more silently,snd at th*. re*

or the line the Junction was formed without wy slarnu
Fronting ttwey moved on the pits agam, am

they leaped on their sleep.^ adversaries
^ ^^fir*»d by some rebel who awaked ju-11 ¦

r..Several other* were heard toward ibe rght. ^
k

enemy, who had oaught the alarm, fired some artillery.
Our guuuers replied, while the victorious u.fautry pro¬
ceeded immediately to turn the enemy's sbelter.og works
to their own advantage. By degree the artillery alaek-
ened, and finally ceased firing. The aurpr.ae waa com-

P,6» Because tbey had lost the position it did'nt necessarily
follow that it could'nt be retaken again, thought tbe rebels.
And on thi* they acted. About three o'clock a force wa*
h«ard approaching, whereupon a vigoronsflre of musketry
«nd artillery wa* opened on tbeui, and after a few ineffec¬
tual charge* against our discharge* they concluded to
leave the account as it was, for the time being, and retired.
They af*erted thetr determination to reposaeos themseNe*
of this point at some future period, and an attack i* mo-

meinariiy expected. By the time this reaches you, how¬
ever, a Strong line of Work* will have been constructed »y
our engineers direetly under the no*es of the eneuiy 1 hia

trout, which has for some time bark been very quiet, is now

about the only place on our line where any viiidicuveoeae

" Ou/entire Ion Inring the whole affair ***J*'*one or two hilWd twelve wounded, and about thirty pri¬
soners.''


